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Forensic and Expert Social Anthropology: 

Culturally-Based 
Land Claims 

Tutor: James Rose 

20 February 2024
8 x 1 hour classes 

An introduction to concepts and methods involved in the forensic 
investigation into, and provision of expert opinion on, 
culturally-based tenure claims to lands, waters and/or natural 
resources. 
This is a Continuous Professional Development course aimed at 
anthropologists, professionals working in law, community 
development and humanitarian aid, students and graduates of 
anthropology, law, cultural heritage and related fields, as well as 
interested members of the public. 

For more info: www.therai.org.uk/online-courses 

Syllabus: 
O Identifying communities of culturally-defined land owners 
8 Identifying appropriate idea systems for land tenure modelling 
8 Linking culturally-defined communities to areas of land 
8 Modelling and analysing culturally-defined communities 
0 Modelling and analysing land areas 
0 Integrating models of community and models of land 
0 Participatory Mapping in Land Claims 
0 International Examples of National-Level Land Claim Processes 

Dr James Rose 
is a Senior Research Fellow with the Melbourne School of 

Population and Global Health, Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and 
Health Sciences at the University of Melbourne. 

He specialises in forensic and expert social anthropology, data 
governance and geographic information systems, with a 

methodological focus on network-based population dynamics and 
social and kinship network analysis. 


