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One afternoon in late April 1859, two 
geologically minded businessmen, John 
Evans and Joseph Prestwich, found and 
photographed the proof for great human 
antiquity. Their evidence — small, hand-held 
stone tools found in the gravel quarries of the 
Somme among the bones of ancient animals 
— shattered the timescale of Genesis and 
kicked open the door for a time revolution 
in human history.

Gamble's chronological narrative reveals 
each step from discovery to presentation, 
reception, consolidation, and widespread 
acceptance, and considers the impact of 
their work on the scientific advances of the 
next 160 years and on our fascination with 
the shaping power of time.

Features

• One of the UK's foremost archaeologists 
chronicles the landmark discovery of 
evidence of human antiquity during the 
Victorian era.

• Accessibly written to provide a unique 
insight into the lives of scientific pioneers 
and the history of ideas that have changed 
how humans understand themselves.
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